
About the Support Scheme

BIOL has allocated money to support attendance at scientific conferences by graduate students. There will be two application rounds: one due on the last Friday in March and the other on the last Friday in September.  As in past years, the Head of School and BIOL Graduate Studies Committee have decided to allocate some travel grants for attendance at conferences within Australia and at international conferences.  
The selection committee will reserve the right to carry forward some of these funds between round 1 and 2 if it is considered that there are not sufficient high quality applications. All students receiving support from BIOL to attend international conferences will be expected to present their conference talk to BIOL in some forum either before or after the conference (this could be a lab meeting or a seminar with a broader audience), and should be prepared to give a summary of some of the highlights of the conference at a lab meeting or discussion group. 

Application deadlines

26th March 2010
Applications may be made for national conferences being held between 27th March 2010 and 31st October 2010, and international conferences running from 1st April 2010 through to 31st March 2011.

24th September 2010
Applications may be made for national conferences being held between 31st October 2010 and 31st March 2011, and international conferences running from 1st November 2010  through to 31st October 2011.

Eligibility

· PhD and MPhil students whose candidature has been confirmed are eligible (only in exceptional cases will a student with provisional candidature be considered)

· Honours students are eligible for funding to attend national but not international conferences
· Students must be enrolled both at the time of application for the award and at the time of the conference

· PhD students must have completed less than the equivalent of four years full-time candidature, and MPhil students less than the equivalent of two years full-time by the time of the conference

· Students must be presenting a talk or poster at the conference, and they must have indicated to the conference organizers that they preferred to give a spoken presentation, where applicable (i.e., poster presentations will only be acceptable if the student had not been accepted to present a talk).
· The poster/talk that is to be presented must concern research that has been done at UQ as either a Honours or postgraduate student.

Students who have already received conference support in past years from ZEN, Botany or the School of Life Sciences will have low priority for the smaller awards, but will be considered for the larger awards unless they received such an award in 2002 or 2003. Students who have received conference support from the BACS Faculty will also be given lower priority.

Criteria for funding

Decisions will be based on the:

• student’s record of achievement during their PhD or MPhil candidature

• the quality of their abstract and the work to be presented

• the closeness of the fit of the conference to the student’s area of specialization

Students applying for conference funds will be expected where ever possible to be participating in activities which enhance their career development, over and above their specific research project.  For example, this includes attendance at seminars organized by SIB and research organizations; participation in workshops and discussion groups; attendance at relevant courses run by BIOL, the Graduate School, or the Tertiary Education Institute.

Application procedure

An application must consist of the following:
· BIOL Graduate Student Conference Support application form (pages 3-4 of this document). This form requests a budget detailing the complete expenses associated with attendance at the conference (e.g., travel, registration, accommodation, food). It also asks for a list of other sources of funds to attend this conference for which the student has applied, and whether these funds have been granted, refused, or a decision is pending.

· Abstract sent to the conference organizers or to be sent

· Applicants for funds for overseas conferences may be asked to attend a meeting of the BIOL Graduate Studies Committee to present a 5 minute case for why they should be given funds to attend the conference.

Selection procedure

A committee of three or four BIOL academic staff members, chosen from different research areas within BIOL and chaired by the Chair of the Graduate Studies Committee, will select the recipients of these awards. If you require further information please see Gail Walter in room 229 Goddard Building in the first

instance (gj.walter@uq.edu.au, x57082). Applications should be given to Gail.
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Applicant details

Name of applicant:

Principal Supervisor:

Date of application:

Degree program:

Have you previously received conference support from ZEN, Botany or SIB?       Yes   
No

Are you applying for a small or a large award ?
(the latter is for international conferences only)
Small

Large

Conference details

Name of conference:

Location of conference:

Dates of conference:

Have you already applied to present at the conference?
Yes

No

Has your conference abstract been accepted?  
Yes

No

Will you be giving a spoken talk or a poster?
Talk

Poster

If your abstract has not yet been accepted, 
have you applied (or will you apply) to give a talk or a poster?
Talk 

Poster

Other conferences attended during postgraduate candidature

	Name of conference
	Dates of conference
	Principal source of funds for conference attendance

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Budget for your attendance at this conference

The following table should show all of the costs involved with attendance at the conference.  Please be aware that we expect students to choose the cheapest possible airfare and cheap accommodation and meal options.

	Category of expense
	Cost in Aust. $ and calculation – e.g., 5 nights @$25/night 

	Conference registration
	

	Travel costs
	

	Accommodation
	

	Meals
	

	Other costs
	

	Total
	


Please list here any other sources to which you have applied for funds for attendance at this conference and tell us whether these funds have been granted, refused or a decision is pending.

Please fill in below the title and abstract of your presentation, as provided to the conference organizers (or to be provided).

Title of presentation:

Abstract:

Signature of applicant 

Signature of Principal Supervisor 
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